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When the next generation of wireless technology hits the market in 2019, it’s 
going to be easier for the average consumer to recognize. That’s the main goal 
for the trade group leading a new labeling effort.
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The Wi-Fi Alliance, a global coalition of Wi-Fi 
technology developers, is simplifying 802.11—
the wireless network naming convention 
which has been used to identify different  
Wi-Fi versions for almost two decades. 

802.11 has been a recognizable label for 
network engineers, programmers and other 
tech-savvy individuals, but for the average 
consumer looking for a router for their home 
network, the numbers can be tedious and 
hard to understand—and that’s what the  
Wi-Fi Alliance hopes to clear up.

Here’s what’s changing: 
The wireless standard known as 802.11ac—
the current generation in use by most 
home routers—is now Wi-Fi 5; the previous 
version, 802.11n is Wi-Fi 4; and the incoming 
generation 802.11ax will be called Wi-Fi 6.

The new, simpler labels are meant to help 
consumers more easily identify compatible 
routers and equipment for their wireless 
networks. Though not required, the Alliance— 
a working group tasked with ensuring devices 
meet wireless standards—hopes the industry 
gradually picks up the terminology.

“For nearly two decades, Wi-Fi users have had 
to sort through technical naming conventions 

to determine if their devices support 
the latest Wi-Fi,” says Edgar Figueroa, 
CEO of Wi-Fi Alliance, in a news 
release. “Wi-Fi Alliance is excited 
to introduce Wi-Fi 6, and present a new 
naming scheme to help industry and Wi-Fi 
users easily understand the Wi-Fi generation 
supported by their device or connection.”

The Alliance says the new labels can be used 
by product vendors to identify the Wi-Fi 
technology a device supports, by operating 
system vendors to identify the Wi-Fi connection 
between a device and network, and by service 
providers to identify the capabilities of a Wi-Fi 
network for their customers.

Wi-Fi 6: What to expect: 
Each new generation of Wi-Fi has brought 
improvements: faster speeds, increased 
throughput and better reliability. Wi-Fi 6  
promises much of the same, with special 
attention being directed to better 
performance around dense wireless signals, 
such as in stadiums and apartment buildings. 

Wi-Fi 6 will operate within the 2.4GHz and 
5GHz spectrum and is being targeted for a 
four-fold improvement in throughput over 
802.11n and 802.11ac. 

WI-FI: Getting Easier to Understand

Wi-Fi 6 will be available in July 2019. Wireless standards are 
backwards compatible, however, upgrading to the latest and 
greatest technology on all fronts will give you the best experience.

GOOD 
LUCK!

MTA Scholarship 
Opportunity

Arvig® has begun the search  
for scholarship candidates.  
If selected, students will receive 
a one-time $2,000 scholarship 

from the Minnesota Telecom 
Alliance Foundation.

The MTA’s scholarship program 
is open to students statewide. 
To be eligible, applicants must 
be attending post-secondary 
education at a university, college or 
technical college; be a Minnesota 
resident; and the applicant’s family  
must subscribe to internet, phone, 
television or security from Arvig. 
A telecom alliance panel reviews 
each application and selects the 
finalists based on applicants’ grades, 
academic achievements and extra-
curricular activities. Preference is 
given to students who have an 
interest in telecommunications 
technology and rural communities.

MTA scholarship information and 
applications can be found at  
arvig.net/scholarships. Completed 
applications must be submitted to 
Josie Winkels by the date listed on 
the application; any applications 
received after that date will not  
be accepted.
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• Easily connect to the internet from 
almost anywhere in your home.

• Wi-Fi password recovery.

With approximately 2,500 square feet of wireless coverage, and more available, you’ll be 
able to connect in every corner of your home and beyond. 

Experience extended Wi-Fi coverage in your home. 

Let the experts figure it out for you with Managed Wi-Fi from Arvig, starting 
at $7.00 per month.
Share the love of broadband in your household, and don’t be bothered by dead spots.

ARE YOU READY FOR WI-FI 6?

• Help for connecting wireless devices  
to your network.

• FREE router replacement if needed.

If you have comments or suggestions regarding this newsletter, please send them to marketing@arvig.com. Thank you.

THE FUTURE OF TV
Traditional television programming with the  
conveniences and enhanced features of streaming.
Our WiFi TV Plan offers the flexibility to choose how you watch:  
on your TV, tablet, computer or smartphone. Enjoy options like:
• Cloud DVR: No more bulky boxes or wires. Access your recordings 

virtually on any device.
• It’s All HD: Auto detection gives you the best TV view available at 

no additional cost to you.
• Replay TV: Never miss another show. Watch up to the past 72 hours 

of shows, movies, and sports across most of our channel lineup.
• And many more! 

Visit arvig.com/WiFiTV for details. 

Love concerts and theatre?  
WIN TICKETS!
Arvig sponsored several performing arts organizations, 
and now we have tickets to give away.
Wadena Area Concert Association 
One pair of adult, 2018-2019 Season 
Membership Tickets. Good for multiple 
shows in Alexandria, Fergus Falls, 
Park Rapids, Sauk Centre and Wadena 
through April.

Top Hat Theatre  
One pair of tickets to each of three shows in 
February, March and May at the Barry J. Houglum 
Auditorium in Ulen. Visit thetophattheatre.com for 
show information. Winner’s choice based on first-
claimed, first-awarded.

To enter, mail your name, address, phone number and which contest you’re entering to: 
Arvig Marketing; Attn: (name of contest); 150 Second Street SW; Perham, MN 56573.  
One entry per person, per contest please. 

Winners will be chosen at random on January 31st.
For official contest rules, go to arvig.net/rules. 
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