
Central to any broadband strategy is the wireless (Wi-Fi) access point: a small device used to capture and transmit 
information wirelessly to laptops, tablets, smartphones and other devices. Routers, in turn, determine the best way 
to transmit that information from one device to another. Selecting the best router for your business is a critical 
decision, especially considering the impact internet has on customer satisfaction and employee productivity.

Understand Key Features of Routers:
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 + Range: The maximum distance the signal will travel to a receiving device.

 + Throughput: Amount of data being sent per second, measuring the speed of the connection.

 + Wireless Standards: Equipment vendors and other individuals or organizations gather and agree on a 
common set of features that devices must support to ensure that they can operate together. 802.11g, 802.11n, 
and 802.11ac are common wireless standards.

 + Frequencies: Similar to the different frequencies used by individual radio stations, network devices are allowed 
to operate on different frequencies. The two main sets of channels are often referred to as 2.4GHx band and the 
5GHx band. 

 + Beamforming: Access points that have the ability to focus the wireless transmission on a single device have 
this capability.
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  > FIND THE RIGHT INTERNET DEVICE FOR YOU BUSINESS
 + VPN Firewall Routers: Firewall and VPN connections increase the security of the network and company 

information. These types of routers may support wired connections only, or may have a wireless access point 
built into the device as well.

 + UTM Gateway or Firewall: Unified Threat Management (UTM) routers provide more advanced firewall 
protection, adding additional features such as virus and malware protection, content filtering, anti-spam 
functions and intrusion detection and prevention. 

 + Broadband Routers: These routers provide high-speed access to the internet for two or more computers using 
wired or wireless connections. Generally speaking, a broadband router is only one device in this transmission 
process; other devices include a DSL or cable modem, FTTx ONT, Ethernet switch or Wi-Fi access point.

 + Voice/Data/Fax/Voice Processing Routers: These devices are special access servers or gateways to route and 
process data used in voice, data, video and fax communications. These are not firewall routers, though firewall 
routers may have the same capabilities.

 + Core Router: A core router functions as a central hub for all other routers, providing connectivity to the entire 
network infrastructure.

> BUSINESS  
WI-FI


